COURSE

ECCLESIASTICAL THEOLOGY


LESSON 1
THE PROBLEM OF SIN 
(ROMANS 3: 10-18)

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" (Jer. 17:9).

LESSON THEME: In this lesson we want to show clearly the problem of sin. All religions in one way or the other talk about sin. It is clear to almost all men that the world is distorted and damaged by sin. It is not the way God made it or the way He wants it to be. This is because of sin. Therefore we must clearly understand the problem of sin.

INTRODUCTION: God made man upright and holy in the beginning. However, Satan, in the form of the serpent, led Adam and Eve to doubt God's word and then disobey His commandments. Man sinned and thus was brought into bondage of sin and the devil (Rom. 5:12). The Bible shows us clearly that even though Adam and Eve sinned through their own personal choice their sin had an effect on the whole human race. Adam was the head of the race and as such passed on his sinful nature to every member of the human family. This is why the Bible says that the whole world lies in wickedness (I John 5; 19).

LESSON:
1. The dictionary defines sin as transgression, evil, or a violation of an accepted moral, religious or social code. The Bible - our highest authority - says that it is a transgression of the Taw (I John 3 A). It is also described as a deviation from the known will of God (James 4.17). In brief, then, sin is a wilful transgression of a known law of God.


Sin is both an act and a nature.   The breaking of
laws or commandments is sin in act.    Stealing or
lying, for example, are acts of sin breaking laws of
God (Ex. 20:15, 16). Such acts of sin readily spring
from the nature of sin in man.    In his fallen state
man is without righteousness and his nature is at
enmity with God.
The sinfulness of mankind is very apparent.    Sin
cannot be easily hidden.   The Bible warns you to
"be sure your sin will find you out" (Num. 32:23)
and that "he that covereth his sins shall not prosper'
(Prov. 28:13).   It is not only sin that will be disco
vered, but the sinner will be revealed too. God sees
and uncovers hidden sins.     Adam,  Cain, Achan,
Ananias and Sapphira all tried to hide things from
God but failed to do so.
Let us look carefully into the following scriptures to
see the multiplied manifestations of sins:
a.	Ex. 20:3-17 (The Ten Commandments): Idola
try,  cursing,  Sabbath breaking, disrespect to
parents, murder, adultery, stealing, lying, cove-
tousness.
b.	Rom.  1:29-31:   Unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, maliciousness, envy, debate, de
ceit, malignity, whispering, backbiting, hating
of God, despitefulness, pride, boasting, inven
ting of evil things, covenant breaking, being
without natural affection, implacableness, un-
mercifulness.
c.	I Cor. 6:9-10:   Effeminacy, drunkenness, revi
ling, extortion.
d.	Gal. 5:19-21:    Lasciviousness, witchcraft, ha
tred,   variance,   emulations,  strife, seditions,
heresies, revellings.
e.	Col. 3:5-8:  Inordinate affection, evil concupis
cence, anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy

communication.
f.	I Tim. 1.9-11.-  Lawlessness, disobedience, un-
holiness, profanity, whoremongering, kidnap
ping.
g.	Mark 7:20-23: Evil thoughts, an evil eye, fooli
shness.
Sin produces conflict at all levels of man's life. There is inner conflict in the heart of the sinner. This leads to conflicts within one's family circle -husbands and wives quarrelling, brothers and sisters fighting, etc. This further leads to conflicts between families, villages, neighbourhoods and tribes, and eventually to wars and other conflicts between nations. It all starts and ends with the curse of sin (James 4.1).
No man has escaped this curse of sin (Rom. 3:23). All men irrespective of conditions or class are sinners before God (Rom. 3:9-10; 5.12). There may be differences in degree, but not in the fact of sin. The whole world rests under condemnation, wrath and curse (Rom. 3.19; Gal. 3.10; Eph. 2:3). All of humanity is taken captive by Satan (II Cor. 4:4).
No part of man's being has escaped the curse of sin. The entire nature of man - mentally, spiritually and physically - has been affected by sin. The heart is deceitful and wicked (Jer. 17:9-10). The understanding is darkened (Eph. 4.18; I Cor. 2:14). The mind and conscience are defiled. (Gen. 6:5; Titus 1 .-15). The flesh and spirit are defiled (II Cor. 7:5). The will is enfeebled (Rom. 7:18). Yes, there is no soundness in sinful man (Isa. 1 .•5-6).
Sin indeed is a reproach, a shame to any man. Because of sin man died spiritually. Because of sin man is separated from God. But, is this God's desire or plan for man? What do you think? We shall answer this question in our next lesson.

QUESTIONS:
Define sin - both from the dictionary and from scr
pture.
What are the two aspects of sin?
How did sin come into the human race?
What parts of man were affected by sin?
List some of the results of sin.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
The worst sinners may be those who do not see c
acknowledge their sins.
*All of the miseries of man's life can be traced to sin.


GOD'S PLAN: ABUNDANT LIFE FOR MAN (John 3:10-18)
"And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son" (I John 5:11).
LESSON THEME: To show that God has an ideal plan for fallen sinful man.
INTRODUCTION: The Bible plainly teaches that man was originally created in the image of God (Gen. 1.26). This basically means that man was created to resemble God in His essential nature - holiness and righteousness.
In the previous lesson, we noted that man's sinful nature places him in a state of spiritual death and exposes him to all forms of troubles and dangers, including the wrath of God (Rom. 1:18). In today's lesson we shall trace the ideal plan of God for the sinner. May God bless and enrich you as you pay heed!
LESSON:
Jesus Christ the Son of God made a bold and impor
tant declaration concerning His mission of earth
when He said, "I am come that they might have life,
and   that  they might have it more abundantly"
(John  10:10).    The people about whom He was
speaking were none other than the miserable, lost
and troubled sinners we studied about in the pre
vious lesson.  God's plan is both simple and marve
lous.- the provision of abundant life for wretched
sinners.    It is the receiving of "beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness" (Isa. 61:3).
Jesus painted a vivid picture of Himself as the Good
Shephered, who came to seek and to save that which
was lost (John 10:11; Luke 19:10).   While addres-

sing a multitude, He referred to sinners as "the dead' and pointed out that they would live if only they would "hear the voice of the Son of God" (John 5: 24—25). St. Paul also, writing to the Ephesian converts, alluded to the same truth. "And you hath he quickened (brought back to life) who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1). Oh, Yes! The ideal plan of God for man is to restore him to real life -ABUNDANT LIFE!
But - we may ask - just how necessary is this Abundant life which God has planned? We answer with emphasis: it is very necessary. It is vitally necessary, first, because of man's deplorable condition. Without this life he is dead, lost and doomed for eternal damnation. Furthermore, fallen man is in a situation where he cannot communicate with his Maker. He is useless and wasteful, knowing only the things of this world (John 9:31; I Cor. 2:14). Therefore, if ever he will walk with God here on this earth, and dwell with Him in heaven through eternity, he will require new life (Jorm 3 -.3-8).
The Bible speaks of two highways leading to two
opposing destinations. We are admonished to follow
the straight and narrow way that leads to life (Mat.
7:13-14; Luke 13:24).    The Bible calls this way
"the way of holiness" (Isa. 35:8,9). It is the way of
the righteous (Ps. 1:6; Job 23 -.10).   It is the way of
life and strength (Jer. 21-.8b; Prov. 10:29).   Jesus
Christ rightfully claimed to be not only the Way but
also the Truth and  Life (John  14:6; 11:25-26).
It was through Him, and Him alone, that salvation
was to be gained.   After revealing Himself clearly
to the Jews, He spoke thus regretfully of their fai
lure to receive life: "And ye would not come to me
that ye might have life" (John 5:40).
It is very important to see that there are many coun
terfeits to God's way of Abundant Life.  There are


many man-made and deceiving substitutes. "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 16:25). Right from the Fall, man has-had the tendency to go his own ways, to do things the way i)e wants, and if at all possible to be his own saviour! This attempt to save himself is one of the results of the Fall.
6.     Let us consider some of the man-made ways of salvation :
a Good Works or Works Righteousness. Many people want to save themselves through good works. But God rejects this way (Eph. 2:8,9; Isa 64:6). To be a strict observer of the moral code and all the noble norms of life cannot substitute for spiritual life which man so badly needs. One can be morally good before men but worth nothing before God, who searches the hearth (Jer. 7:9,10; I Sam. 16:7; Luke 16:
b.	Religion:   Religion itself cannot give man life
because it is a human effort to please God or a
deity.   Almost every man in this world embra
ces one form of religion or another, yet much
of the religious world is as wicked as Sodom
and Gomorrah.   Jesus told the Samaritan wo
man, "ye worship ye know not what" (John 4:
22).    Yes, many nave a form of religion but
deny the power thereof.
c.	Social and Educational Status.   Because man
by instinct senses his emptiness and his need to
relate properly to others and maintain dignity,
he resorts to self-improvement.   He is ready to
sacrifice anything in order to fulfill the demand
of a town union, social club, secret society , etc.
Others put all their might into academic pur
suits.   All these and many other byways have
always failed man and will continue to fail him
(Eccl. 12:8-12; I Cor. 1.-21-29).

7. What, then, is the right way? Thomas asked Jesus this question almost 2000 years ago. And still today, many like Thomas continue to ask this all important question. Jesus gives the answer: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6; see also John 11:25-26). Jesus is the life giving bread (John 5: 19-22, 24:6, 33, 34). And God's faithfulness shines the light to lead every willing heart to the way of life (I John 1:2; John 15:5,9;l3-.14-16;8:12; Luke 1:78-79; Acts 17:26-28). God sent His Son purposely to give us life. "For the life was manifested and we have seen it" (I John 1:2). "And this is the witness, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath the life" (I John 5-.8-12).
QUESTIONS:
What must we receive if we would live the way God
wants us to live and go to heaven?
Explain why men do not show interest in the things
of God and do not understand them.
Mention two man-made ways of salvation and tell
why they cannot lead anyone to God.
Cite one scripture to show that a sinner is in the
light like a dead corpse.
Cite at least two scriptures showing that God's ideal
plan for man is abundant life.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
*Have you received this eternal life which the Bible describes - abundant life- a well of water springing up? *lf you refuse this life and are cast into nell-fire on the last day, whom will you blame?


LESSON 3
JESUS CHRIST: THE ONLY WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE (Romans 5:1-11)
"For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (I Tim. 2:5). "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 3:11).
LESSON THEME: Sin separates man from God and from eternal life. Being spiritually dead, man must be given life. It is for this reason that Christ died - so that we might live. Therefore, Jesus Christ is the only and the all-sufficient solution for man's salvation and separation from sin.
INTRODUCTION: The greatest tragedy in human history was the Fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. It brought man very low, to a complete loss of spiritual life. Because of this there came a great emptiness in man - a vacuum to be filled and a separation to be bridged. Man left to his own resources is incapable of providing any of his own spiritual needs or finding answers to this biggest tragedy about life. The whole of his own efforts to better the situation have been to no avail. Is there, then, any adequate and lasting solution to this vexing problem of sin and death? Can we find a sufficient remedy to the problem of sin? Oh, Yes! Yes! Let us proceed to the lesson.
LESSON:
1. Among all the religions of the world, Christianity alone shows us that it was God Himself who took the first and decisive step in man's salvation. Other religions can be best understood as man pursuing after God. The Bible shows us that God is pursuing after man. "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8).    "For tne Son of man is come to


seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). In short, the love of God was so great that it moved Him to give His only Son for man's problem - and that even before man had begun his own search for salvation (John 3:16). What a mighty God we serve!
Man's needs and problems are very many. The grea
test of his needs is the salvation of his soul.   Often
men consider their other problems grater and ignore
or downplay their greatest need.   It is because God
perfectly understands this greatest problem of man
best that He implemented its solution.
Unless a man pauses long enough from the rush of
his daily problems to consider the deeper questions
of life, he may never be fully convinced about these
facts we are presenting.   For example, it is good for
all of us to ask ourselves at least three deep ques
tions :
a.	From where did I come?
b.	For what purpose am I here in the world?
c.	Where will I go hereafter?
Humanly speaking, these are hard questions to answer, but a clear understanding of what the scriptures say about them will simplify the whole issue. The scriptures tells me that I came from the creative hand of God (Ps. 100:3), that I am in this world not for my own pleasure but for the higher pleasure of God (Rev. 4:11), and that in the hereafter God has planned for me to reign with Christ in the heavenlies (Rev. 3:21). Therefore, without solving man's most basic problem of sin and spiritual death man is doomed to fail in his God-designed purpose and destiny.
4.	Jesus Christ is the answer to life's fundamental pro
blems.  Consider the facts that without Christ there
is


a.	No forgiveness of sin (Arts 13:38),
b.	no justification (Arts 13:39),
c.	no salvation (Arts 4:12),
d.	no life and resurrection (John 11:25), and
e.	no hope of glory (heaven) (Col. 1:27).
Those that will enter the eternal kingdom of God have one testimony and one mark: "Washed in the blood of the Lamb". Yes, Jesus is the answer!
Furthermore, Jesus Christ is the complete Deliverer
from all sin.  He provides no partial solutions. "Wh
erefore he is able to save them to the uttermost that
came unto God by him" (Heb. 7:25).   In Lesson 1
we noted that sin is both an act and a nature. Let us
now observe that Jesus provides the answer to both
aspects of sin.   I John 1:9 tells us that if we confess
our sins He will (1) forgive us our sins (acts of sin)
and   (2) cleanse us from all unrighteousness (nature
of sin).    It is His death on the cross that qualifies
Him for this (Mark 10:45: Heb. 13:12).   Certainly
Jesus was not the only man ever to hang on a cross,
but He is the only One who came into this world
purposely to die for sinners (Luke 5:32; Rom. 5:6-
8). His death is our provisory means of salvation.
Dear students, do you see that it is wise to under
stand these things as God has explicitly planned and
shown them?   Failure to accept and follow God's
original pattern of solution can never be excused,
and much more so in this Gospel age. Many have
overlooked, despised, distorted and forgotten these
facts.   But the Bible maintains that "the foundation
of God standeth sure", and His great plan of salva
tion will ever avail, irrespective of contrary opinion
of the masses. And, God will graciously confirm His
plans and fulfill His promises when men comply to
His divine will and plan (II Tim. 2:19, Arts 10:34).


7.	The disciples of Christ understood this.   Take up
your Bible and see Peter's confession in answer to a
auestion that was asked by Christ Himself in John
6:67-68.    On another occasion Christ plainly told
the disciples that He was the way, the truth and the
life, meaning
a.	as Way - without Him there is no going;
b.	as Truth - without Him there is no knowing;
and
c.	as Life - without Him there is no living.
8.	Finally, we must note that rejecting Christ as a
means out of sin is to invite the wrath of God Qohn
3:18, 36).   But to receive Him is to attract God's
mercy, grace and power over sin (John 1:12, 16; I
John 3.8).
Oh! Behold how the heavens and the earth have kept silent, because God has met fallen man on redemption ground. The hymn writer says it well:
Come sing, my soul, and praise the Lord, Who hath redeemed thee oy His blood; Delivered thee from chains that bound, And brought thee to redemption ground.
Redemption ground, the ground of peace! Redemption ground, O wonderous grace! Here let our praise to God abound, Who saves us on REDEMPTION GROUND!
How many of us are ready now to take full stock of this, forgetting and setting to one side educational backgrounds, peauty, wealth, anxieties of life, etc., and conscientiously face this matter of salvation obeying God? Let us do it today!

[image: ]
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QUESTIONS:
1.    Which is the greatest among the numerous needs of
man? 2'.    What did the understanding of man's greatest need
motivate God to do?
Give three questions which can help man realise his
need of Christ.
What is the relationship of the death of Christ to
man's salvation?
How is the death of Jesus different from that of
others who have also died through crucifixion?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
The wise will adjust himself to the biblical teaching;
whereas a fool will readjust it to himself.
It is advisable now to obtain what is required of one
by God, than to have the remorse of wasted years at
last in hell.
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LESSON 4
CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE Jonah 3:6-10
"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whose confesseth and forsaketh shall have mercy" (Prov. 28:13). "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death" (II Cor. 7:10).
LESSON THEME: To see what the Bible teaches about confession and repentance and how they are necessary if man is to obtain the Abundant Life provided through the death of Jesus Christ.
INTRODUCTION: Welcome to Lesson 4! From our first lessons we have learned that sin has brought a great separation between man and God, that God wills to give man satisfying and abundant life, and that Jesus Christ is God's way of bridging the gulf of sin and bringing life. We have learned that the death of Christ on the cross is the all-sufficient provision for our salvation.
We must now emphasize that this great salvation is not something which God forces onto sinful man. Never! God will forever honour man's free will. Therefore, if man is to be eternally saved he must wilfully and purposely turn from his smful life and accept God's way. In this lesson we will note two very important parts in this surrender to God: confession and repentance. May God Himself give us grace to obey Him as we study together!
LESSON:
1. Sinful man cannot make a single step toward His offended God until he speaks tne truth about himself and his sins. The very moment he speaks this truth he is confessing. In Bible language, to confess one's sins means simply to say the same thing about them that God says. David said, "I acknowledge my
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transgressions" (Ps. 51:3). The prodigal son said, "Father, I have sinned" (Luke 15:21). They were simply acknowledging and admitting that they had sinned. They had stopped shifting the blame to others and were freely acknowledging their own sin-fulness and responsibility.
But to whom should confession be made? To God alone, or to man also? And if to man also, should such confession be private or public? True confession involves the acknowledgment of sin to both God and man. And confession to man is both a private and a public matter. One well-known Christian Confession of Faith tells us that the sinner "ought to be willing; by a private or public confession, and sorrow for his sin, to declare his repentance to those that are offended". The extent of the sin determines the extent of the confession. If I have sinned against God alone I should confess to Him alone! (E.g., lustful imagination). If I have sinned against my neighbor I should confess to him and to God e.g., stealing of his property). If I have sinned against an entire group I must make a public confession (e.g., lying against a family, a church congregation, or any other group).
Repentance is also important. Biblically defined it is a complete about face or change of mind. If one truly repents he will FIRST have a change of mind about his sins. He will no longer enjoy them,gloat over them and seek after them; but will detest them and flee from them. He will SECONDLY have a change of mind toward his own self. He will now see himself not as good and wholesome, but as one lost and undone without God. And, THIRDLY, he will have a change of mind toward the Saviour -seeing Him now not as someone far away and out of reach, but as his only source of life.
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Our scripture lesson in Jonah 3:6-10 gives a helpful
picture of true Bible repentance. The King of Nine
veh laid aside his human pride and his marks of ro
yalty and gave himself wholly to seek God (v. 6).
He and his subjects cried mightily to God (v.8).
They turned from their evil ways and their violence
(v.8). God heard them and spared their city.
In Luke 23:4043 we have a wonderful confession
and prayer of the penitent there on the cross.   See
how he rebuked his sinful companion (v.40), confes
sed his own sin (v.41), declared Christ to be sinless
(v.41), exhibited wonderful faith (v.42), confessed
Christ, calling Him Lord (v.42), made a model pra
yer (v.42), and received an immediate answer (v.43).
His repentance was thorough, and his salvation assu
red.
Oh! God promises similar victories to all who repent
from the heart.   See it again and again in His word:
"The Lord is nigh unto them that are of broken
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit"
(Ps. 34:18).    "The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despire" (Ps.  51:17)    "And rend     your
heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the
Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him
of the evil" (Joel 2:13).   See also Isa. 57:15; 66:2:
Zee. 12.10; II Cor. 7:10.
To  those who  are truly penitent and repentent
God's promises are multiplied.   He promises them
that their sins will be blotted out (Acts 13:19). He
promises to hear their prayers, forgive their sins, and
heal their land (II Chron. 7:14).   He promises to
pardon them (Isa. 55:7).   He promises them life (
Ezek. 18:21).    And He promises to confort them
(Mt. 5:4).   Oh, how wonderful God is to those who
truly repent!


Let us not leave this lesson without taking warning
about shallow or inadequate confession and repen
tance.   Several who acknowledged "I have sinned"
in the Bible did not experience true salvation. Pha
raoh made a shallow confession motivated only by
momentary fear (Ex. 9:27). Achan made the forced
confession of one too cowardly to admit his sin
otherwise (Jos. 7:20).   King Saul made the shaky
confession of the continual backslider (I Sam. 7:24).
Judas made the misdirected confession - to earthly
priests rather than to the offended but merciful Son
ofGod(Mt. 27:4).
True confession and repentance always brings hea
ven-gladdening and  hell-shaking results.    There is
great joy in heaven over even one sinner who repents
(Luke 15:7).   It brings forgiveness of sin (Jer. 3:12;
31:9).   And it leads to the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38).   Let us join together to see these
kinds of results!
QUESTIONS:
What does confession mean in Bible language?
Is public confession scriptural? When is it appropria
te or necessary?
In what senses is repentance a change of mind?
What happens when a person truly repents? Cite
some scriptures in answer.
Why are some people not truly saved after making
confession?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
*No man was ever saved only because he repented.   Salvation is not by works.
*Most of the references to repentance in the Old Testament are directed to the professed people of God.


LESSON 5
SALVATION BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH (Hebrews 10:35-11:6)
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9).
LESSON THEME: To show from the Word of God that the salvation of mankind is wholly by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
INTRODUCTION: Multitudes think they are saved by their good works. They live a good moral life. They rely on their morality to save them. They practice penance and self-denial. They give alms and say prayers. They visit the sick and imprisoned and perform numerous long pilgrimages and afflict their bodies. And thus they expect to get to heaven.They work "for" salvation, whereas God tells them to work "out" their salvation. It must become theirs first, then they can work it or live it out. The student must first enroll before he can work out his college career. You must first receive Christ and be saved; you must get salvation if you are to work it out. If good works could save them Christ has died in vain. Salvation is a gift of God (Rom. 6:23).
LESSON:
As we have seen in our previous lessons, all men are
lost and on their way to perdition, because all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God.   The
human race is rushing down a precipice toward des
truction (Isa. 53:6).   It is because men are lost that
Jesus came to save them (Luke 19:10, Rom. 3:23; I
I John 3:8).
The salvation which Christ provided on the cross can
be defined in a variety of ways. It is basically redem-
ipition or delivarance from sin and preservation from


the evil consequences of the fall. Redemption includes the putting away of sin (Heb. 9:26), the bearing away of sin (John 1:29), purification of sin (Heb. 1:3), cleansing from sin (I John 1:7), and forgiveness (Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). Deliverance includes freedom from the demonic powers which are the encouragers of sin (John 12:31; Col. 2:14-15; Heb 2:14-15), freedom from the law as a self-merit system of salvation (Rom. 7; Gal. 2:15-21; Eph. 2:8-10; Phil; 3:7-10), freedom from the fear of death because through Christ we have passed from death unto life (John 3:15-16; 5 =24;6:5-11;I Cor. 15; Col. 3:4). Salvation through Christ is thus total rescue from the clutches of sin s power and the enjoyment of a sound and wholesome existence. It is ABUNDANT LIFE!
The consistent witness of the Bible is that salvation
proceeds from God's grace (Titus 2:11). We can say
that God is the source of grace (Eph. 2:4-9; John 3:
16), and Christ's death on the cross was the price of
grace (Eph. 2:13-19; Rom. 2:24-25; I Pet. 1:18-19).
But what is grace, after all? How shall we define it?
Let us look at three definition - all of which are con
sistent with the Bible and all of which will aid our
understanding.
a.	Grace is a favour completely unmerited; with
out legal claim.    Ephesians 2:8-9 makes this
clear.
b.	Grace is God's riches at Christ's expense. Visu
alize it in this way:
G - God's R - Riches A-At C-Christ's E - Expense.



We have already seen this truth from scriptures such as Roman 3 -.24-25.
c.     Grace is an enabling force from God giving all men the desire and the ability to do God's will.
How are grace and faith related?   Our lesson scrip
ture citation says, "By grace are ye saved through
faith".   The meaning is that faith receives what God
provides by His grace.    And, WHAT IS FAITH?
According to the dictionary, faith is belief, trust,
fidelity, or loyalty to a creed or religion. Our Bible
lesson (Heb. 11:1) says, "Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen'.'
To illustrate, let us take the common experience of
sitting on a chair.  We rejax, and, without looking,
place our whole weight on the chair. We have exer
cised faith in the chair. Faith says, "I will not fall".
Thus it is with faith in God.  It is not a blind act of
the soul; faith in God rests upon the best evidence -
the infallible word of God. Faith is trust in the God
of the scriptures and Jesus Girist whom He hath
sent, which receives Him as Saviour and Lord and
impels loving obedience and good works.  The faith
that saves is a personal trust in the Lord Jesus Christ
(Acts 16:31;Num. 23:19-20; Ps. 89:34).
Without faith there can be no salvation.   There can
be no dealings with the invisible God without confi
dence in His existence.   We must believe that He
exists and that He rewards men.  This confidence is
called faith.    Faith is necessary to salvation (Acts
16:31; Heb. 11:6).   As a matter of fact, there are
two kinds of faith in regard to salvation.  The first
might be called head belief - a knowledge of the his
torical Christ and a general acceptance of the Bible
and its teachings.  The second kind is heart belief -
faith from the heart that causes the person to act on
his faith (Acts 16:31).   We must base our faith on
Christ and not simply faith in our own believing.
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True faith in Christ is believing to the extent of receiving Christ (John 1:12; Col. 2:6). This is the faith that saves.
7.	True biblical faith involves knowledge. The Apostle
Paul wrote, "How then shall they call on him in
whom they have no believed?   And how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard?   '
(Rom. 10:14).    "Faith", he told us, "cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (v.17).
Faith comes through hearing and understanding the
word of God; and God's word is recorded in the Bib
le.     No one can possibly believe in someone of
whom they have not heard; people must know so
mething about Christ in order to believe in Him.
This is the importance of preaching the Gospel.
Furthermore, if faith is so clearly connected with
knowledge then we should recognize that we can
only truly believe God when we:
a.	Believe what He says about sin (James 1:15; I
John 3.8).
b.	Believe what He says about confession and re
pentance of sin (I John l:9;Prov. 28:13).
c.	Believe that Jesus Christ died for our sin (I Tim
1:15).
d.	Believe His promise to come into our life and
make us God's child (Rev. 3:20; John 1.12).
8.	Perhaps some may be questioning in their minds
about the relation of confession and repentance to
faith. If salvation is by faith alone (or by grace,
through faith) then is not repentance some type of
human works?    Some people think so; and they
downplay or ignore repentance.   Others say that re
pentance and faith are coequal requirements for sal
vation and cite Paul's emphasis in Acts 20:21 as evi
dence: "repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ." BUT, the correct and bibli
cal view is this: Faith alone is the condition of salva-




tion, but the kind of faith which can arise only from a spirit of repentance. Without repentance faith is only head belief. Jesus said it so plainly in Matthew 21:32: "For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him".
9. Finally, we note that faith is the only medium by which God's salvation and all other blessings are realized by men. Even in the Old Testament Abraham was made righteous by believing only in God's word. This was before Isaac was born and before Abraham was circumcised. He was saved apart from works. Later God wanted him to show his perfect faith to the world by his willingness to sacrifice Isaac, thus showing his obedience to God. Faith came first and works last. And surely if faith is not shown by works, it is not a living faith at all (James 2:17-18); Matt. 7:16-20). The Bible says that by gra;e alone we are saved through faith in Jesus Christ It is not works at all (Rom. 11:6; Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 4:6). God bless you.
QUESTIONS:
What is the proper understanding of "salvation"?
What is the meaning of "grace", and what is its
source? u,
What is the importance of preaching the Gospel?
vVhat  is  the relationship between repentance and
faith?
What does it mean to have faith or believe God?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
*Man's wisdom often leads to folly and unbelief, but believing God gives wisdom and power from above.


"There can be no saving faith without repentance, and there can be no salvation without faith.
LESSON 6 JUSTIFICATION, REGENERATION AND ADOPTION
(John 3:1-8)
"But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3 :4-5).
LESSON THEME: To understand the operation of the Holy Spirit in the life of a sinner whereby he is transformed and given a new life.
INTRODUCTION: Justification, regeneration and adoption is the work of the Holy Spirit by which the penitent sinner experiences the spiritual change known as the new birth. A new godlikeness of nature is imparted and there is a reinstatement with God and readmittance into the heavenly family. All people ever born into this world are originally sinners, having not the moral nature of God in them but a nature corrupted by sin (Eph. 2:3). Being saved is indeed a new beginning, involving a "birthday" well recognized by the one born again, and involving a family celebration among the angels in heaven. The new birth is far more than being convicted to repent or deciding to believe. Regeneration means new birth.
[image: ]

 LESSON:
Justification, Regeneration and Adoption are three
parts of one experience.  They are in a single divine
act of grace done by the Spirit of God at the crisis
experience of conversion (John 1:13; 3:6). Further,
"the supreme right which Christ gives those who
take Him as Saviour and Lord is the privilege of be
coming a child of God" (God, Man, and Salvation
p. 445).
Justification is a judicial act of God as a resultant
effect of His forgiveness to a repented sinner, who
turns to God with faith (Luke 18:14; Rom. 5:1).
Since it is a judicial act of God, it is done for us;
while regeneration is something done in us. He who
is forgiven and justified is as well regenerated. They
happen at the same time.
As soon as this happens, God sends an inner witness.
The "Spirit of adoption" is the witness that we are
now children of God.   "And because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, Crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6).   With this
we are no more in bondage (Rom. 8:15-16).
God cannot adopt a sinner as His child.   Adoption
alone would not change a sinner.   The only thing
that can change a sinner is new birth as God has
promised (Ezek. 36:26).
One who is born again does not commit sin.  A life
of holiness has begun.   To sin is to disobey God;
and disobedience has no promise but condemnation
and wrath (I John 3:8-9). When he sins, such a per
son is no more a member of God's familyCEx. 32:33).
Regeneration implies that every variety of the fruit
of the Holy Spirit is implanted.   "The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, Iongsuffering, gentleness,



goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law" (Gal. 5:22-23). And further, "God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love and of a sound mind" (II Tim. 1:7).
With new life, the old life is put off; we now put on
the new man, which means new life.   The old life
of anger is gone.   The old life of wrath is gone.    The
old life of malice is gone. The old life of blasphemy
is gone.   The old life of filthy speech is gone.   The
old life of lying is gone. Yes, it means that we "have
put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge
after the image of him that created him" (Col. 3:8-
10).
Regeneration is a clearly accomplished work.   It is
the culminating fact in a genuine conversion, with
no part of the old life unchanged (II Cor. 5.17).
Note the words, "old things passed away, all things
are become new".  Anybody who has not experien
ced it so is not yet born again.
We should make careful note of the fact that self-re
formation is not regeneration.    No human atone
ment will suffice; no attempt to deny or hide will
succeed; no self-reformation will balance man's tou-
tured  conscience which has been alienated from
God.   Making a new resolution, turning a new leaf,
joining a church and all sorts of self-righteousness
are not regeneration (Isa. 64:6).
In the work of regeneration it is proper to say that
the Spirit of Godis the divine Agent, the word of
God is the medium, and the repentant sinner is the
subject.   Paul noted in I Corintians 12:13 that "By
one Spirit are we all baptized into one body". Here
regeneration is likened to a baptism into the body of
Christ, just as we have understood it already to be
adoption into the fainily of God.  But note particu
larly that the Person who performs this wonderful
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work is the Holy Spirit. He is the Agent of our regeneration. Also Peter lets us know that the Spirit uses the word of God to bring about this new birth. One must hear the word of God. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever" (Pet. 1:23).
11. It is important to repeat that with the new birth a child of God is free from the sins he has committed. The new birth is a positive impartation of divine life. Even so, the bent nature of Adam remains in the heart as the emeny of spiritual life. Is there a remedy? Yes, there is a provision made for the cleansing of this sinful nature from the heart of the born ag?.in person! We will study more about this in future lessons. But until this sinful nature is removed, man is troubled with its presence and is limited in development as a Christian and hindered in his service to God (Gal. 5-.17; I John 1:7).
QUESTIONS:
How may a sinner become a child of God?
What is the relationship of this forgiven individual
to God?
What gives the child of God the assurance of his rela
tionship with God?
What change takes place in the life of a born again
person?   How is he different from a self-reformed
person?
What are the roles of the Spirit of God and the word
of God in regeneration?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
*To be born into the family of God is gracious privilege available only in this life.
*One is either a child of God or a child of the devil. There is no middle ground.
_



LESSON 7
RESTITUTION
(Le. 6.1-7)
"And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him. This day is salvation come to this house" (Luke 19:8-9).
LESSON THEME: Restitution is one of the works that must follow the repentance of any Christian who has in his possession any articles, property, money, etc., that were wrongly acquired. It is not proper for the Christian to retain after his conversion anything gotten in such a manner.
INTRODUCTION: Student, we are happy that you are studying with us. And we believe God has been blessing you from this book. Can you remember at least one or two new things this book has helped you to learn? Perhaps you can share them with your teacher or your class.
Last week we studied about regeneration, adoption and justification. Today we shall study restitution as it relates to our Christian living. It is a sad fact that many young Christians fall into condemnation and defeat - and even go back to their former lives - because they do not obey God about their restitutions. We pray God to help you to obey Him as His Spirit directs you in this lesson.
LESSON:
1.     What is restitution?  There are many ways to define restitution.   We can define it as an act of returning or replacing something that has been misplaced, stolen or otherwise ill-gotten to its correct or proper position or owner.  Another word for restitution is 'restojation", which means the bringing back of something or someone to the legitimate owner, as
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the case may be. Restitution is a very necessary and important practice or exercise that should follow every genuine repentance.
It is not good at all for us to have or claim as our
belonging, anything that is not our own or which
the right owner has not authorized us to use as our
own either in full or in part. It does not please God
to see one who claims to be His child keeping with
him or using anything he has gotten through a foul,
illegal or cunning means. Any such thing that makes
our conscience to disturb us should be restituted.
We should  "restore the pledge, give again that we
have robbed" (Ezek. 3 3:15) in oraer to please God.
Restitution is a requirement by God and a necessity
to us. We must consider restitution as a requirement
because it is part of God's commandment (Lev. 6:
1-7).     God commands that  anything taken awiv
from  one's neighbour through lying, violence, or
through deceit should be restituted.    Some people
relax and enjoy property or riches they acquired
through false means, which they now claim to be
their own.
God commands that lost and found articles should
be sent back to the owner if found or picked up.
The owner should be sought for, and the items given
back to him. This is to be done without placing any
condition for reclaiming them by the owner (Lev.
6:3-5).    "Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your fa
ther which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16).
Again, it is a sin for a person to tell lies, play deceit,
be violent and swear falsely over another person's
articles and with the mind to embezzle it.   When
you have recovered your neighbour's article that was
lost, you should not try to convert it to your own
personal property.   God requires that such should


be sent back to the person who owns it.   It is not your own at all! (Lev. 6-.2A-).
6.	God commands that stolen items, burgled property
should be restituted.   If the person has already used
those things he stole, he should seek a way to settle
with the owner (Ex. 22:1-12).  When someone has
f
iven you something to keep for him, even though e seems to have forgotten about it, be sincere and honest to restore it to him (Deut. 22:2).
7.	Now, let us see why restitution of things we wrongly
possess to their proper owners is necessary. Restitu
tion is necessary because it is.
a a condition for reconciliation with God (Ezek. 33:15-16);
b      a condition for having a clear conscience j
c a condition for having rapid spiritual growth (Heb. 12:1);
d a condition for retaining our experiences of regeneration and sanctification and our boldness in Christ;
e a condition for maintaining undisturbed joy in our hearts; and
f a step to authenticate our repentance and our seriousness with God.
8.	Let us see a clear Bible example of a man who made
restitution in order to make his repentance and se
riousness more authentic before God and man.   In
the   New  Testament,  when  Zacchaeus  turned  to
Christ his repentance and acceptance of the Lord
were followed by the spirit of restitution (Luke 19:
8-9).   He was no longc ready to retain with him, as
his own, any property that he had acquired by false
accusation.   His   confession may also imply that if
there were some articles he had wrongly acquired
whose proper owners he could not remember he
would distribute them to the poor rather than retain
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them (Luke 19: 8-9).
When the noble men and the rulers of Israel made
things more difficult for their brethren by exacting
usury every one of his brother, Nehemiah rebuked
them, and urged them to make restitution of those
things to the people.   The noble men and the rulers
promptly obeyed (Neh. 5:1-13).
Let us obey the Lord in whatever area of restitution
His Spirit is directing our attention.   Jesus asks.
' 'For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?" (Luke 9: 25). Student, will you go home today and put some things in order? We pray God to help you do so. GocTbless you!
QUESTIONS:
Memorize Luke 19:8, and say it to the hearing of
the class without looking into your Bible.
What is restitution?
Why is restitution a requirement?   Give some scrip
tural proofs.
Give at least two examples in the Bible where resti
tution was made or promised to be made.
Give several reasons why restituion is necessary.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
The repentance of some people is like gold covered with
some dross.   But such repentance can be refined through
restitution.
*Restitution of things we acquire by ill-gotten means can
serve as a proof of our seriousness with God and the ge-
nuiness of our repentance.


LESSON 8
THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT (John 9.1-34)
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God " (Rom.8:16). "He that belie-veth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself" (I John 5.10).
LESSON THEME: To acquaint us with the idea that a regenerated person has a testimony in himself, both by direct and indirect witness. It is important for you to check up your experience to know whether you are thoroughly saved.
INTRODUCTION: For the past weeks we have been studying a series of lessons about New Life in Christ -both what it is and how to obtain it. This week we are going to study the subjective side of it. How can I know that I am born again? What are the evidences I should expect in my life?
The above quoted scriptures show clearly that it is possible for us to know we are born again children of God. We can have a clear witness. So, let's go into this study with a humble mind, and be ready to judge ourselves so that we may not be judged.
LESSON:
Just for quick review let us remember that regenera
tion is a divine change in the heart, thoughts, desi
res, dispositions, and life of the sinner. It is brought
about when the sinner is renewed by the Holy Spirit
as a result of his turning from sin to God, through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (II Cor. 5.17; Eph. 4:
23-24).
From this definition we see that there must be a
turning from sin to God.  There is a thorough and
radical change of attitude, thought and heart to
wards sin, self and God (I Thes. 1:9).   Remember
especially what we studied about this in Lesson 4.


When thorough confession and repentance has taken
place and our faith is anchored on the Lord Jesus
Christ a mighty miracle happens - and that is regene
ration.    It is at this very point that we must talk
about the witness of the Spirit.  For it is when we
have  confessed  and believed on the  Lord Jesus
Christ that God has promised to send the WITNESS
OF THE SPIRIT (Rom. 8:16; Gal. 4:6).
But, what is the witness of the Spirit?  The witness
of the Spirit is the direct impression made by the
Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer, assuring him
that he is born again and adopted into the family of God. This is what we may call the direct witness of the Spirit. It means that I am not assured of my salvation by signing a paper, by repeating a prayer, by shaking a minister's hand, or by any other secondary means. Rather, I can and must have a direct and knowable impression or communication from the Holy Spirit. By this we do not mean either an audible voice from God or something in a dream. Rather, it is a spiritual communication and brings with it a settled certainty.
The fruits of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5 -.22-
23, as well as other outward evidences, make up
what we call the indirect witness of die Spirit.  A
person who is claiming to be born again but whose
fife does not exhibit the fruits of the Spirit is profe
ssing something he does not have (Rom. 8:9-15).
But the one whose life is newly adorned with those
fruits has at least an indirect witness of his regenera
tion.   Furthermore, the witness of the Spirit is gene
rally and immediately preceded and accompanied
witn unusual illumination of mind, giving the new
child of God clearer and more distinct views of the
sacrificial death of Christ and the nature of holiness.
The scriptures can give us a clear standard by which
to ascertain this indirect witness of the Spirit.   A
careful study of the New Testament shows us that a
regenerated person has the following qualities:


He has the fruits of the Spirit and loves the bre
thren (Gal.5:22-23;IJohn 3:14).
He has peace with God and man (Rom.5:l;
John 14:27; 16:33; Acts 24:16).
He has victory over the world, sin, and Satan (I
John 3:9; 5:4,18).
He had no condemnation and is walking in the
light (Rom. 8:1; I John 1:7.
He is no longer committing sin (I John 3 -.6,8; I
John 5:18).
f      He is fervent in spirit, serving the Lord (Rom.
12:11). g)     He has put on the new man (II Cor. 5:17; Col.
3:7-10) h)    He has passion for the lost and is going after
them.
7. Student, check up yourself, No one should rejoice or claim anything if he is not clear. You must seek the Lord till He saves you clearly, then you will have the clear witness of the Spirit - both direct and indirect.
A certain Bible teacher once taught his class that the only witness they needed to have is the Bible - that it is the first and all-sufficient witness. One day he asked one of the students, "Are you saved?" The student quickly replied "Yes". Upon asking him, "How do you know? ", the student said, 'T know I am saved because the Bible says so. The Bible says "Believe and thou shalt be saved'. I have believed, and so I am saved".
Oh, brethren, such a head knowledge alone and such claiming by presumptous faith is not the answer. You must have the WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. Has the Holy Spirit spoken clearly and directly to your own heart? God bless you as you check up your self.



QUESTIONS:
What is the witness of the Spirit?
What do you understand by the indirect witness of
the Spirit?
Name three qualities that a saved person should have.
Quote one scripture which tells us that we will know
clearly when we are saved.
Can you boldly now say that you are born again?
If so,how do you know?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUR:
*If you were indicted in court for being a born again Christian would there be enough evidence in your-life to convict you?
Ten indirect witnesses to my regeneration will never substitute for the clear direct witness of the Spirit.


PART TWO ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION
God's plan of salvation for man includes much more than the glorious transformation of the New Birth. Being born again is just the beginning of a whole new life. God's word tells us that "the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" (Pro v. 4:18).
It is a common experience among born again children of God that after walking with the Lord for a period of time they discover a need for a deeper work of God"*s grace. They discover that though they love the Lord and obey Him there are forces at work within them that are contrary to the Spirit of Christ. Though they are still living in righteousness there are secret inward passions that are in harmony with the world. It is at the point of discovering such things in themselves that they must cry out to God for a second definite work of grace. This work of grace - commonly called entire sanctincation - is the right and privilege of every born again child of God. As the writer to the Hebrews puts it, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (7.25). For the next eight lessons we will look very carefully at what the Bible tells us about entire sanc-tification as an important part of this "uttermost salvation.
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 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHILD OF GOD (Gsl. 5:22-2*)
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away: behold all things are become new" (II Cor. 5:17).
LESSON THEME: In this lesson we want to show that the regenerated person has notable characteristics which are manifested in his life and nature. These characteristics are a result of the indwelling Spirit. And such a person is a candidate for heaven.
INTRODUCTION: In last week's lesson we studied the witness of the Spirit and observed that it is the inward experience of every truly born again child of God. Today we are going to study the characteristics of the regenerated person - the things which are exhibited in his life toward others, toward self and toward God.
Our quoted scripture portion gives us the insight that when anyone is in Christ (born again, or regenerated) that person instantaneously becomes a new creation. Old things (sin, bad characteristics) are passed away and ALL THINGS become new. These new things are what we want to look into in this lesson. They are the common traits of all true children of God.
LESSON:
1. We have established the fact that one can be saved and have the witness of the Spirit. Such a person is a child of God and is heading toward heaven. The proof of this inward witness is the presence of the indwelling Spirit which comes into our hearts at regeneration (John 1:12: Gal. 4:5-6; Rom. 8:9, 15-16). Some people have wrongly taught that the Spirit of God comes into a believer only when he is sanctified








wholly (baptized) with the Holy Ghost), but we should remember tthat the Spirit lives in every child of God but abides in His fulness in the entirely sanctified.
This Spirit that indwells the born again manifests
through us certain characteristics, nine of which are
listed in Galatians 5:22-23 .   Though other ones are
listed in other scripture portions, we shall narrow
our study today to this particular place. And, as we
are seeing, these are true characteristics not only of
sanctified persons but of all regenerated persons.
LOVE:   The regenerated person loves God supreme
ly.   He obeys God - given conviction regardless of
any public ridicule.   He loves to read the Bible, to
pray, to attend fellowship with other believers.   He
loves even his enemies and his heart yearns for their
salvation (Mt. 5:348: Rom. 12:9-10).
JOY: This is not merely a happy feeling, but the joy that centers in God. It is the joy of the Lord, which helps the convert to overcome (Neh. 8:10; I Pet. 1:8). It is a joy which does not depend on outward circumstances (financial prosperity, health, popularity), but is rooted in the changeless God we serve.
4.	PEACE:   The child of God is both a possessor and a
sharer of peace.   He has personal peace, and he is a
peace maker.    His peace is not just the peace of re
lief of conscience while continuing in sin, but it is
peace with God.    It is a quiet rest in believing in
Jesus; peace that passes all understanding (Rom. 5:
l;john 14:27; Phil. 4:6-9).
LONGSUFFERING: This is the characteristic that helps one to bear with the frailties and provocations of others. It means to be without any fault-finding spirit, no unkind looks and words. One who is long-



suffering faces troubles and inconveniences without murmuring or complaining. Let us remember that this characteristic and the others we are mentioning are the qualities of all truly born again children of God. Those who hold a lower standard are not reflecting the Word of God.
5.	GENTLENESS.   This means to be saved from fret-
fulness,  harshness,  and the spirit of having one's
way.    It is complete freedom from retaliation.   A
gentle person has the ability to listen and learn when
told or his faults and does not harbour a resentful
spirit.
GOODNESS: This is the burning desire to do good both to the body and soul of others by devoting time and energy for them. It is freedom from selfishness and stinginess, especially when others are in need. Are you now demonstrating these characteristics? Are they manifesting themselves in your every day life as a Christian?
6.	FAITH:   This signifies a ruling habit of confidence
and trust in the heavenly Father - even when circum
stances seem adverse.   It also means faithfulness in
the things of God - living in touch with God and ha
ving confidence that He answers prayers.   It means
having power with God to pray conviction upon si
nners.
MEEKNESS: A meek person is mild, teachable, humble, and unoffensive. He is saved from an arguing and talkative spirit and from boasting. Such a person is grieved when others are proud and boasting. Is such your own character?
7.	TEMPERANCE:     The temperate can easily deny
themselves of self gratification for the sake of eter
nal things.   They are victors over themselves - self -
denying in dressing, eating, and in spending of their


money. They have their appetites under control.
These are some of the sure characteristics of a regenerated man. For regeneration reverses the current of affections, breaks the power of sin, and new qualities are developed (II Cor. 5:17).
8. Nothing hinders such a child of God from going to heaven if he maintains this life, though stiff carnal. Through the grace of God and the disciplined maturing of the Christian characteristics we have been studying, the power of the carnal mind can be subdued though it is not destroyed until the believer is sanctified wholly. We must note that anything short of the above characteristics in our lives is not biblical regeneration. The person who does not measure up either is not saved at all or has backslidden and needs to be restored to clear salvation. Culture or nation does not matter, for it is the same Holy Spirit that produces the fruits.
And so, student, re-examine your life. Are you in the faith? Are you bearing the fruits of the Spirit? Check up lest you be cut down (John 15:1-8; Luke 3:8-9; Mark 11:13-14).
QUESTIONS:
What is the experience of a born again Christian?
What happens if any man is in Chnst?
Name and explain five characteristics of a regenera
ted person.
Is one who hates and gossips a child of God?
Describe gentleness.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
*If Jesus meets you just as He met the fig tree without
fruit, what will happen?
*A follower of Satan may at times appear to be a Chris-

tian, but a follower of Christ will never appear to be a wicked person.
LESSON 10
THE NEED FOR A SECOND WORK OF GRACE (Heb. 4:1-11)
"And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:49).
LESSON THEME: To show why the experience of entire sanctification as a second work of grace is necessary in the life of the believer.
INTRODUCTION: We sincerely hope that the student taking up this lesson has attained the first work of grace (regeneration), and that he is walking in the light - obeying God in all things. Only such a person is properly fit to understand the need for entire sanctification. We want to urge every student to have an unquestionable witness of the Spirit to his regeneration and to continue to walk in obedience to God. It is not proper for one who is climbing upstairs to place his foot on the second step when he has not yet reached the first step. In this same sense, it is a theological confusion for one who is not saved to attempt to seek for the experience of entire sanctification. However, in this lesson we are going to study carefully why being sanctified is necessary for the born again child of God.


LESSON:
It is important to note that entire sanctification is
not primarily the gaining of a right to heaven. Rege
neration has already brought this right. If the belie
ver who receives regeneration maintains it by a con
stant walk in the light he will surely enter heaven at
death or the return of Christ.
Entire sanctification must be sought for and obtai
ned by every child of God because it is God's will.
"For this is the will of God, even your sanctifica
tion".  Why?   "That every one of you should know
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and ho
nour" (I Thes. 4:3-4).  After one is born again there
remains in his heart an ugly enemy both an enemy.
to God and to the child of God himself.    Even
though the Christian is not responsible or blameable
for the presence of this enemy in his heart, God
wants it to be destroyed.   The Bible refers to this
enemy as "the carnal mind".   "Because the carnal
mind is enmity against God" (Rom. 8:7).
Let us examine closely how the carnal mind reacts
from time to time in tine heart of the believer who is
not yet sanctified.   Some examples can be drawn
from the experiences of the children of Israel in the
wilderness before and after they crossed the Red Sea.
First, because of Pharoah and his army that threate
ned them and because of the confusion they thou
ght Moses leadership had led them into, they fell
into the sin of blame shifting.    It was the presence
of the carnal mind in them that made them forget
that moving out of Egypt was formerly their fondest
hope (Ex. 14:11-12).
A second example was when the people made a car
nal uproar against Moses when their physical needs
were not met (Ex. 17:1-4).   They murmured in an
ger against their leader and wanted to stone him be-


cause they held him responsible for their lack of water. We see how the carnal mind tends to pin all hope on men, failing to fully trust God, and then murmurs and complains when the desired results are not seen.
The carnal mind caused the children of Israel to
begin lusting for all the enjoyments of Egypt they
had once denied.   Self pity choked up their hearts;
the wilderness was full of crying: both their little
ones and their adults wept because of lack of a bet
ter diet (Num. 11:1-6).    It is the act of the carnal
mind to make a Christian begin to lust for some of
the things he knew in his former sinful life.
While in the wilderness experience, we read of two
prominent leaders who committed the sin of envy
and carnal criticism against a fellow minister. Aaron
and Miriam strove against Moses their brother be
cause of the mighty way the Lord was using him in
his ministry more than themselves (Num. 12:1-15).
Carnality in the heart is capable of rousing up envy
and unreasonable criticism.   Ministers of God who
are not yet sanctified are exposed to this danger, es
pecially when a fellow minister preaches or succeeds
in his ministry more than they.
A final example from the experience of the children
of Israel in the wilderness was the case of their Ka-
desh-Barnea experience. All of them but Joshua and
Caleb exhibited the carnal traits of imperfect trust
in their God, evil report (white lies), and the spirit
of murder, rebellion and fear.   They persuaded Mo
ses to send out spies to investigate the land before
they would consider obeying God and entering the
promised land.   The carnal mind makes people to
often move by sight instead of moving with God by
faith.  Oh! The carnal mind is indeed enmity against
God (Rom. 8:7).

When the children of Israel finally entered the pro
mised land, all the things they were lacking which
were being supplied to them in measure while in the
wilderness were completed and supplied in abun
dance.   All of the tribes were given rest from the la
bour of the wilderness and its experiences. They en
joyed an abundant water supply, and a land flowing
with milk and honey.   Hence, the wilderness expe
riences of the children of Israel give a vivid illustra
tion of a person regenerated by faith who has not
yet attained the second work of grace.    Entering
into Canaan and having all things in abundance there
symbolizes the life of a sanctified Christian who
now enjoys not just regeneration and all its fruits
(love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, etc., Gal.
5: 22-23) but freedom from all the carnal mind.
This is why Jesus wanted to do something more
than regeneration in the lives of his disciples and so
urged them to "abide", "tarry" so that they might
recieve power to bear much fruit and to be witnesses
unto Him everywhere: (John 15:2-11).
Lack of entire sanctification, or the baptism with
the Holy Ghost, is sure to cause sudden surprises
and disappointments in the life of the unsanctified.
Jesus also knew and observed this in the lives of his
disciples, and so declared: "It is expedient for you
that I go away.-   for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
him to you" (John 15:7).  We can snow some occa
sions in the Bible where the disciples of Jesus dis
played some of the symptoms of the carnal mind
which were signs of their need to tarry for the pro
mise of sanctification by the Holy Ghost.   PRIDE
hindered them from serving one another or fulfilling
their normal custom of washing one another's feet
(John 13:12-16).   Pride, as a dangerous carnal trait,
does not allow one to take a low or humiliated posi
tion with satisfaction.    The victim of this trait al
ways feels dishonoured or humiliated when asked to


do some low grade jobs in the church, in the home, or in the society.
10.	In the upper room while all of the disciples gathered
together to eat the Passover feast with the Master we
see another problem.   "And there was also a strife
among them, which of them should be counted the

eatest" (Luke 22:24). Carnality or the unsancti-ed life causes quarreling or strife among sisters and brothers, among leaders of the church, or among families. Position seeking for the purpose of self glory, and often an occasion for quarreling, is a sure sign that the carnal mind is then in action.
Peter at one time exhibited the carnal symptom of
anger or quick temper when he wanted to defend his
Master Jesus by cutting off an ear of Marcus' servant
The carnal mind overtakes peoples' temper such that
they can take up anything that reaches their hands
to defend themselves when they are provoked (Matt.
26:48-53).   At another time the same Peter desired
to know from the Lord how long he shod con
tinue to forgive (Matt. 18:22-23).   Let us be plain
to say that such expression as "I cannot forgive
him again", "It is too much of him", or "Let me
go and consider first before I can say anything
about reconciling with him", are all expressions of
the carnal mind.
The backslidenness of Peter where he followed the
Lord afar off and denied Him three times was a re
sult of lack of power from on high to resist trials
and temptations. Sanctification is necessary because
it is an additional strength against unwanted back-
slidenness.
Finally, Paul reproved the Corinthian Christians for
their  carnal  exhibitions.    He reproved them by
saying, "And I, brethren, could not speak unto you
as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto


babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?" ( I Cor. 3.1-3). The unsanctified life (carnality) is a threat to initial salvation or regeneration. It makes the Christian to face the problem of up and down life in his Christian journey. Brethren, it is not the will of God that this should be so in our lives. We hope that the Lord is helping you to see in your own life your need to seek earnestly for the second work of grace. And we believe that the Lord is going to help you to start NOW to seek for it.' God bless you!
QUESTIONS:
Who should seek for the second work of grace?
What is it that gives a person the assurance of going
to heaven?
Explain some ways the experiences of the children
of Israel in the wilderness and after they had entered
the promised land symbolize two kinds of Christian
experience.
Are you yet carnal?    Tell how the Holy Spirit
through this lesson has helped you to know this.
Are you now prepared to start seeking to be sancti
fied?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
•Regeneration has solved our problem of entering heaven if we maintain a constant walk in the light. The unsanctified life (carnality) is a threat to initial salvation or regeneration.   It makes the Christian face the problem of an up and down spiritual life.

LESSON 11
THE TERMINOLOGY OF HOLINESS (I Peter 1:15-22
"And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an" holy anointing oil" (Ex. 30:25). "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (II Cor. 7:11).
LESSON THEME: To study several terms referring to entire sanctification as a second work of grace. This will help us to a better understanding of holiness.
INTRODUCTION: Numerous terms are used in the Bible to refer to the work of God in purifying the heart of the children bf God. Also, Christians down through the ages and in modern times have used other terms to refer to this same work. In order to help us speak clearly and correctly on the subject of holiness it is therefore advisable to study the most important of these terms.
Perhaps we should give first place in speaking about this work of God to those terms which are found within the Bible itself. Words such as "sanctification" and "holiness" are therefore of great importance for this study. At the same time, however, we must be cautioned against rejecting the use of other terms simply because they do not appear in the Bible as such. So long as these terms express something clearly revealed in the Bible we are safe to use them. "Second work of grace", "the rest of faith", or "full salvation" are good examples of terms which do not appear in the Bible as such, but which are good and acceptable expressions when they express Bible truths.
LESSON:
1.     There are two closely related Bible terms that we


must carefully consider: "sanctification"and "holiness". In its verb form, "sanctification" is expressed as "sanctify". "To sanctify" means simply "to make or declare holy". So "sanctification" means the state or action of being made holy.
Going one step further, we note that "sanctify" has
two possible meanings - (1) the act of separating
something to God's usei and (2) the act of cleansing
someone from moral defilement.    One part of the
reason for this double meaning is that "sanctify"
and "holy" can refer in the Bible both to people and
to material objects.- holy men or holy land, for exa
mple.    Anything that is sanctified is made holy.
When objects (such as land, instruments used in wor
ship, etc.) are santified they are separated to God's
use.    They cannot be cleansed from moral defile
ment for the simple reason that such objects are not
morally defiled.   But both in the Old and New Tes
taments when the term "sanctity" is applied to per
sons it has the primary meaning of purification from
sin, or from moral defilement.
We therefore conclude that "sanctification" as refer
red to people is the act of God whereby the heart is
cleansed from all sin. This is exactly what Jesus was
praying for in John 17:17 when he asked the "Fat
her to sanctify the disciples.   He wanted them to
experience sanctification as the divine work of God
that brings His children into a state of holy living.
It is also important to make clear that all holiness -
whether ceremonial or ethical - has its origin in God.
When any object is termed holy - book, oil or altar -
it is due to its relationship with God.   Such an ob
ject is dedicated and consecrated to God.   When a
man or woman is made holy it means that they sha
re the very nature of God (Heb. 12:10). "Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious pro
mises, that by these ye might be partakers of the di-


vine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" (II Peter 1:4). Nothing can be holy apart from God.
5.	Sanctification in its moral or ethical meaning (that
is, as referred to people) has a two-fold application.
First, it may refer to the initial cleansing which oc
curs during the new birth.  This is why we say that
regeneration is the beginning of holiness. We some
times call it initial sanctification.   This can be seen
clearly from Paul's letter to the Corinthians, written
"unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus" (I Cor. 1:2).
They had not been sanctified wholly, yet were en
joying the grace of regeneration and its initial sancti
fication.   When Paul listed the sort of life lived by
the heathen;, he mentioned that the Corinthians
were free from such.  "And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God" (I Cor. 6:11).   We see that the
washing of regeneration that brings justification is
also known as sanctification.
Secondly, sanctification refers to that cleansing experienced in a second work of grace which is a more whole and entire purifying. "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly" (I Thes. 5:23). This is why we refer to this second work of grace as entire sanctification. And this is exactly what Jesus was praying for in the Garden of Gethsemane (John
17:17).
6.	The prayer which Jesus prayed for His disciples was
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when they received
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As Peter testified la
ter (Acts 15:8-9), both what Cornelius received at
Caesarea and what the 120 received at Pentecost was
the moral cleansing of a second work of grace. Hen-


ce, "baptism with the Holy Spirit" is another good biblical term referring to this second work of grace. So, "baptism with the Holy Spirit" and "entire sanc-tification" refer to one and the same experience. They both refer to the cleansing or purifying of the heart of God's children.
Holiness people down through the ages have chosen
many terms to refer to this wonderful experience,
such as.- perfect love, full salvation, purity of heart,
Christian perfection, fullness of the Spirit, fullness
of God, full assurance of faith, rest of faith, etc., etc.
All of these refer to the baptism with the Holy Spi
rit or entire sanctification.  Most of these terms are
found in the New Testament, though perhaps not
as commonly as the others mentioned.   A. M. Hills
made a valid point when he said, "The work, by
whatever name called is essentially the same.   It is
God's act of cleansing the soul".
Many people call this experience the "second work
of grace".   This is precisely what Paul meant by sa
ying, "that ye might have a second benefit" (I Cor.
1:15^.     The marginal reading for this verse also
shows that "second benefit" is alternatively transla
ted "second grace".   Second work of grace is there
fore a thoroughly biblical expression.
John Wesley, following the Apostle John, called it
"perfect love".   Closely related to this is the expres
sion "Christian perfection".   Many people have ob
jected to such an expression simply because they
have misunderstood it.   But the Bible very clearly
calls us to this wonderful work of grace as a call of
perfection.   "Therefore leaving the principle of the
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection"
(Heb. 6:1).
We have seen that this wonderful experience and es
tablishing grace can be referred to by numerous ex-



pressions. Though a given term may emphasize one or the other aspect of the experience, they all refer to the same second work of grace in the heart. The purifying act of the Holy Spirit prophesied by Mala-chi (Mai. 3:2-3) is the same thing referred to in the Book of Acts as the baptism with the Holy Ghost (Acts 1: S'Jand in Paul's letters as entire sanctification (I Thes. 5:23). Above all, let us pray that not one person who studies these lessons will fail to see his
own need and become a seeker and finder of this heart purity! God bless you!
QUESTIONS:
What is meant by the term "sanctification"?
What is meant by the term "holiness"?
What is the difference between the holiness of a ma
terial object and that of a person?
What are the two ethical or moral meanings of sanc
tification?
What is the difference between the baptism with the
Holy Spirit and entire sanctification?
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
The richness of this experience may be indicated by the many names used to describe it.
*More blessed is the person of little theological knowledge that experiences the second work of grace than one widely knowledgeable in all of the correct terminology who has never known the experience in his heart.


LESSON 12 WRONG CONCEPTS OF HOLINESS
(I Tim. 1:5-7)
"Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace" (Heb. 13:9).
LESSON THEME:   To help the student know some of the conflicting ideas or wrong concepts of holiness.
INTRODUCTION: In our previous lessons we have seen that the doctrine of holiness or sanctification is one of the cardinal truths and major doctrines of the Bible. It is a landmark in the teachings of the word of God which many people of the present age have been trying to remove. 3ut of course the Lord warned the children of Israel not to tamper with the old landmarks, nor to remove them (Prov. 22:28; Deut. 19.14). Many scriptures have been twisted by people who are not well informed and enlightened in the word of God. Many a Christian has been quieted who has desired to be holy at the beginning of his Christian life. Let us learn from the mistakes of others. Error, whether it is caused through exaggerating or underrating the truth of God, always has a iiarmful effect upon the spiritual life of the believer. That is the reason why this lesson is prepared.
We should think twice before we allow anyone to deceive us away from the truth of heart purity. Why should any one want any argument or statement to encourage him to remain in sin when God has provided a way to be saved to the uttermost? Why seek to find a flaw or failure in Christian perfection when God has opened up a way to give us this very grace, without which no man shall see the Lord? (Heb. 12.14). When we read anything about holiness or prefection in the word of God, before we criticize would it not be a good idea to find out just what kind of perfection is meant? It is those who consider men's words more than God's that


convince themselves that holiness of heart and purity of life are impossible experiences.
LESSON:
There are various terms by which the work of holi
ness is known, as we saw in our last lesson. This ex
perience, though called by different names, is essen
tially the same. It is God's act of cleansing the soul.
J.A. Wood says, "The term 'holiness' includes salva
tion from sin, and the possession of the image and
Spirit of God.   To be holy is to be whole, entire, or
perfect in a moral sense, and in ordinary use is sy
nonymous with purity and godliness".
We have seen that "Christian perfection" and "per
fect love" are both expressions of this second work
of grace.   Perfect love was the theme of our Saviour
when He commanded His disciples to be perfect. In
fact, it is through the blood of Christ that "he hath
perfected forever them that are sanctified" (Heb.
10:14; Matt. 5:48).   Yet many who are not well in
formed about these terms say that Christian perfec
tion is absolute perfection and therefore unattaina
ble.   This is unfortunate, since God's holy people do
not claim such a perfection.   Christian perfection is
not absolute perfection.   Such belongs to God only.
God alone is absolutely perfect, but His creatures
(especially man) may also be perfect in amoral sen
se, just as He has commandea us (Matt. 5:48; Gen.
17:1; Deut. 18:13; II Cor. 13:lp.   To understand
this term to be absolute perfection or holiness is
wrong.    None will ever be absolute in knowledge,
power, wisdom, and holiness as our God is. So long
as we remain in this mortal body we will always be
faulty, forgetful, fallible, and subject to sickness and
death, unlike God.
This perfection is not angelic perfection.   The holy
angels are unfallen beings. They are now apparently

4. 
5beyond their probation. They are not liable to mistakes as man is in his present state resulting from the fall. Man has failure and infirmity, but it is not so with angels. To think that if one is entirely sanctified he will be perfect like angels is wrong and misleading.
Christian perfection is not Adamic perfection.   In
other words, it does no.t mean restoration to the
state of man before he fell.   Dale M. Yocum says,
"Adam had a perfect mind, with marvelous intuition
before his fall.  He lived in a world where the glory
of God so encompassed him that heavenly things
were more real than earthly things. He was not even
aware of the nakedness of his own body, so perva
ding was the brightness and glory of God.   Sin had
not yet corrupted the environment.   Manifestly, we
are far below that kind of perfection. The whole of
creation is cursed because of sin.   Our bodies are
mortal; our minds are faulty; our environments are
corrupt.    Sanctifying grace within us, purging us
from sin, does not remove the effects of the curse
upon the physical universe, including our own bo
dies. We do not share the perfection of Adam".
Christian perfection is not so-called "sinless perfec
tion".    Some criticize the doctrine of holiness by
claiming that we teach''sinless perfection" as a state
in which it is no longer possible to be tempted, to
sin, or to make any mistake. This concept is wrong
and }t is capable of perverting those who really and
honestly desire to understand the doctrine.  Grace
does not make men infallible.  Whatever experience
of the grace of God we may have, the possibility of
error will cling to us until our mortal flesh puts on
immortality.    It is also a mistake to suppose that
there is any state of grace in this life which puts a
Christian where he cannot be tempted.   Jesus was
tempted "in all points like as we are, yet without sin"
The Christian lire is a long battle, but that fact does


not imply that we are sinful, or inclined to sin. Yet even the holiest saint who has stopped wilfully sinning (as is true of all of God's born again children) is still subject to mistakes and temptations.
Christian perfection is not resurrection perfection.
We have emphasized that after a person is entirely
sanctified he still retains infirmities of mind and bo
dy, which may occasion involuntary defects in jud
gement and action.   It is only after a person is glori
fied either through resurrection or the rapture, that
he will have final delivarance from all ailments and
defects of body and mind. St. Paul readily acknow
ledged that he had not reached the perfection which
was to come in the glorification of the body (Phil.
3:12).   Some holiness fighters have twisted and in
terpreted this passage out of its context saving that
Paul denied all perfection here on earth. They over
look his exhortation found only three verses later
(Phil 3:15; see also Rom. 3:3-4; II Cor. 4:34).  Let
us not joke with the eternal word of God, for there
is a curse for those that play religion with God's pre
cious word (Rev. 22:18-19). To suppose that Chris
tian perfection is "resurrection perfection" is false.
Infirmities are not sinful whether mental or physi
cal, whether pain, weakness, liability to sickness and
death,  natural  fear, poor memory, or whatever.
While still in this body God promises to help us in
our infirmities (Rom. 8:26), and only after death
will we know resurrection perfection.
Another wrong concept of holiness or entire sancti-
fication is taught by those who make it different
and separate from the baptism with the Holy Ghost.
Such people may teach this experience as an instan-
tenous work of the Holy Spirit whereby the heart is
cleansed from all sin, including the carnal mind, or
indwelling sin.   They may also agree to the fact that
entire sanctification is a second distinct work of di
vine grace subsequent to regeneration.    But they


mistakenly teach that when one is entirely sanctified he needs a third and different work of grace known as the baptism with the Holy Ghost, giving divint empowering for service.   Yet we have seen in last week's lesson that entire sanctification and the baptism with the Holy Ghost are one and the same experience. The refining that Malachi referred to (Mai. 3:34), the sanctification that Jesus prayed for His disciples (John 17:17), and the purifying that Peter   1 later testified about (Acts 15:8-9) all were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when the 120 were baptized with the Holy Ghost and power. John the Baptist's own prophecy of Pentecost (Mat. 3:11) rings loud and clear about the cleansing aspect of this work ("and he will throughly purge", v. 12).   To divide the cleansing and empowering into two separate experiences is both to twist the Scripture and to confuse the heart experience.

Holiness is not growth in grace. Growth in grace has
to do with maturity.  We do not grow into noliness,
but we grow in holiness.   To teach that holiness is
growth in grace is wrong.  Also, to teach that holi
ness is maturity is wrong.   No one can grow out the
carnal mind in his soul. God's only way is the eradi
cation or destruction of the carnal mind.
Another wrong concept of holiness is that the soul is
both regenerated and sanctified wholly at one and
the same time.  This has been proven false by both
the Bible and Christian experience. As we have seen
earlier, regeneration is holiness begun, or initial san
ctification (I Cor. 1.2).   Entire sanctification is the
complete cleansing (I Thes. 5:23).   Paul is saying
here that the perfect sanctifying work of God is
wrought instantaneously in the heart of man after
initial cleansing or regeneration.
Again, some teach the so-called imputation theory.
According to this, God simply throws a robe of rign-




teousness around us and counts us clean for Christ's sake. This leaves the heart full of sin and leaves the old Adamic nature alive in the heart. It supposedly covers the corruption of the heart with a pure robe. We can only say that this is disgusting to any who love the holiness of God. It is a mockery to the declared will of God for His children (I Thes. 4:3,7,8).
11. Finally, we are not entirely sanctified by death or at death, as some teach. There is no moral change made in the article of death. Death is the last enemy to be overcome, not some friend to make us holy. It does not sanctify. God's plan from the beginning is perfect holiness. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Rom. 12:1-2;Heb. 12:14;Mat. 5:8, 6). Let no man deceive you (Luke 11:13).
QUESTIONS:
Give the proper distinction between regeneration
and entire sanctification.
Entire sanctification, baptism with the Holy Ghost,
and Christian perfection - are they the same expe
rience? Explain.
Do we grow into holiness? Explain.
What do those who teach sinless perfection mean?
Are infirmities sinful? Explain.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
*Present holiness experience does not hinder growth spiritually, just as perfect health does not hinder growth physically. *Holy men of God are "blameless, but not faultless".


LESSON 13 HOW TO OBTAIN ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION
(PART 1) (I John 3.1-3)
"But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. Because it is written, Be ye holy.- for I am holy" (I Peter 1:15, 16).
LESSON THEME:  To encourage seekers after entire san-ctification by pointing out scriptural helps.
INTRODUCTION: Holiness is attainable in this life. There is a need for holiness because it is a fitness for heaven (Heb. 12:14). With the help of last week's lesson we now know scnpturally the right and wrong concepts of holiness. From this vantage point let us study the steps that lead to receiving holiness.
The first step toward the experience of heart holi
ness is the new birth. You must be born again (John
3:3).   The experience must be up-to-date. Holiness
(sanctification) is  not for sinners or backsliders
(John 14:17; Luke 22:32; Matt. 26:71-75).   Jesus
made the promise of holiness to his immediate dis
ciples and to subsequent disciples.   He prayed for
them to have it because He knew they were already
born again (John 14:16; 17:17).
Let us notice carefully the scripture evidences that
the disciples were thoroughly born again.- (a) They
believed and had assurance of eternal life (John 6:
67,68). (b) They were a little flock and Jesus was
their shepherd (Luke 12:32, John 10.14,27). Jesus
never shepherds goats (sinners) (John 10:26). (c)
Jesus commissioned them to go and preach and gave
them power over all the forces of hell (Luke 10.19).
The unbeliever, by contrast, is under the feet of de
vils and of men. (d) Their names were written in the
book of life (Luke 10:20- Rev. 21:27).  An unrege-

5nerated person does not have his name in this book (Rev. 20:15). (e) In Jesus' prayer in John 17 He revealed that they belonged to the Father, had kept His word, were not of the world, and none of them was lost except Judas (w. 6,12,16).
The second step toward heart holiness is a recogni
tion of an inward foe.   The new Christian soon dis
covers within him a hidden corruption as the Holy
Ghost sheds His light into every corner of the heart.
We know that no one is ever saved without first
being convicted of his sins (John 14:8). And even as
the Spirit convicts a sinner of his sinful acts, so He
also convicts the believer of the remains of sin in the
heart.
The simple fact that someone is told to seek a se
cond work of grace is not sufficient. Such a person
may seek in confusion and frustration because he
does not know exactly what he is seeking.    But
when the seeker knows that he is seeking for deli
verance, from inward defilement and sees that defile
ment clearly, he is making solid progress to victory.
On the contrary, those who remain blind to their
own carnality will remain unsanctified though they
seek and cry and pray both loud and long.
Let us turn again to the case of the unsanctified dis
ciples before Pentecost. Many scriptures prove to us
that the disciples were carnal and that they needed a
pure heart: (a) There was still strife and self-exalta
tion in their hearts (Luke 22:24; comp. I Cor. 3:3).
(b) Their affections were on things below - on an
earthly kingdom (Matt. 24-.l).(c) Selfish ambitions
still reigned supreme in them (Mark 10:35-37). (d)
The spirit of revenge had never died in their soul
(Luke 9:51-56). (e) They had the tendency of going
back to the old business. They doubted the resurre
ction (Mark 16:14, John 21:3).


6.	A third step to heart purity is a clear and fervent
confession before God of our heart's need.  David
was a wise king because he did not stop at knowing
that sin was in his heart, but he confessed his need
of a pure heart to God (Psalm 51:2,10).   God will
not give this blessing to a person who does not hun
ger and thirst after righteousness (Matt. 5.-6).A key
factor to receiving this blessing is a heart that pants
after God    (Psalm 42:1,2). Mr. R. A. Torrey, the
famous evangelist, when seeking holiness reached a
point where he said, "I can not take another step
in Christian service until I know I am baptized with
the Holy Ghost".
7.	Pride will present an obstacle to many people at this
point.   Perhaps one is already a leader and has a re
putation among the brethren as being spiritual. Per
haps as a pastor he has been preaching successfully
and people have been testifying to being saved and
sanctified.    Yet the person who will get through
clearly to victory is the one who resists pride and
refuses to risk spiritual defeat for the sake of a cha-
rished reputation.
8.	Let us humble ourselves and seek the Lord, for He
will give us the blessing.   A lazy heart can hardly be
sanctified, yet the Bible assures us that God is the
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:
6).
QUESTIONS:
1.	Who is a proper candidate for the baptism with the
Holy Ghost?
What is the first step in receiving the blessing? Cite a
scripture for this.
Does the Holy Ghost convict a person of inbred sin?
What are some hindrances to receiving the blessing?
5.	Name the third step in seeking for sanctification and
quote a relative scripture to explain it.
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